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desires to allude to how in this affair Loienzo by his courage
and sagacity had been the saviour of his father's life, and
indirectly of the whole family from ruin. It will be noticed
that Lorenzo is the only person among all those in the pic-
ture who wears a sword; he is given a remarkably large one,
held in both hands, and placed in front of him in a particu-
larly prominent manner, the sword almost obtruding itself
on our notice as we look at the picture. And the point is still
further brought out by the figure standing next him and
pointing at Piero while, he looks at Lorenzo, who stands pay-
ing no attention to the gay young companions suriounding
him, but with his gaze steadily fixed upon his father. Thus
does Botticelli make his picture speak, and relate the danger
which had threatened Piero's life, and the part which Lo-
renzo had borne in warding it off.

The fourth picture, the Fortitude, is also very interesting,
both for its connection with the Medici and the manner in
which that connection becomes apparent. For it refers to the
same event as that commemorated in the previous picture;
but in this case our attention is drawn, not to Lorenzo's
conduct on that occasion, but to that of Piero il Gottoso him-
self.

The first thing noticeable in the picture is that Botticelli,
called upon to paint a figure representing Fortitude, pro-
duces one quite unlike the usual conception of that sub-
ject. Ruskin, in his comments on the picture, remarks on
this, and how very different Botticelli's treatment of the sub-
ject is from that of all other painters. But there is a reason
for this, and although Ruskin was evidently unaware of
such a reason (while he does not show that he even knew
the date of the picture or for whom it was painted), yet the
key to the meaning of all that he notices in the picture is to
be found in the circumstances of the life of Piero il Gottoso.
It is, in fact, an allegorical record in painting of the fortitude,
energy, and resource which Piero iad displayed in the event